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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSORTATI ON

Federal Aviation Adm nistration

14 CFR Parts 119, 121, 129, 135, and 183

[ Docket No. FAA-1999-5401; Notice No. 99-02]

RIN 2120- AE42

Agi ng Airplane Safety

AGENCY: Federal Aviation Adm nistration (FAA), DOT.

ACTI ON:  Proposed rul e; reopening of comment peri od.
SUMVARY: On April 2, 1999, the FAA published a Notice of
Proposed Rul emaki ng (NPRM regardi ng aging aircraft safety
and invited coments for a 120-day period. The comrent
period closed on August 2, 1999; however, the FAA is
reopeni ng the coment period for an additional 60 days in
response to a request fromthe National Air Transportation
Associ ation (NATA). Per NATA, the reopening of the comment
period is needed to allow small busi nesses whose operations
are especially busy during the spring and sumrer additi onal
time to evaluate the extensive proposal.

DATES: Comment s nust be received on or before October

18, 1999.

ADDRESSES: Comrents on this proposed rul emaki ng shoul d be
mai |l ed or delivered, in triplicate, to: U S. Departnent of

Transportation Dockets, Docket No. FAA-1999-5401, 400



Seventh St. SW, Room Pl aza 401, Washi ngton, DC 20590.
Comments al so may be submtted electronically to the
foll ow ng Internet address: 9- NPRM CMIS@ aa. gov. Conments
may be filed and/or exam ned in Room Plaza 401, between
10: 00 a.m and 5:00 p.m weekdays except Federal holi days.
FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Frederick Sobeck, Aircraft
Mai nt enance Division (AFS-300), Flight Standards Service,
Federal Aviation Adm nistration, 800 |Independence
Avenue SW, Washi ngton, DC 20591, tel ephone (202) 267-7355.
SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMATI ON:
Comments Invited

Interested persons are invited to participate in the
maki ng of the proposed rule by submtting such witten
data, views, or argunents as they desire. Comments
relating to the environnental, energy, federalism or
econom ¢ inpact that mght result from adopting the
proposals in this notice also are invited. Substantive
coments shoul d be acconpani ed by cost estinmates. Coments
must identify the regulatory docket or notice nunber and be
submtted in triplicate to the Rul es Docket address
speci fi ed above.

Al'l comments received, as well as a report summari zi ng
each substantive public contact with FAA personnel on this

rul emeking, will be filed in the docket. The docket is



avai l able for public inspection before and after the
comment cl osi ng date.

Al'l comments received on or before the closing date
wi |l be considered by the Adm ni strator before taking
action on this proposed rul emaking. Late-filed coments
w Il be considered to the extent practicable. The
proposal s contained in this NPRM may be changed in |ight of
the coments received.

Commenters w shing the FAA to acknow edge receipt of
their coments submtted in response to this NPRM nust
i nclude a pre-addressed, stanped postcard with those
comments on which the follow ng statenent i s nade:
"Comments to Docket No. FAA-1999-5401." The postcard wll
be date stanped and mailed to the commenter.
Avai l ability of NPRMs

Usi ng a nodem and sui tabl e communi cati ons software, an
el ectronic copy of this docunent may be downl oaded fromthe
FAA regul ati ons section of the Fedwrld electronic bulletin
board service (tel ephone: (703) 321-3339), or the

Federal Register's electronic bulletin board service

(tel ephone: (202) 512-1661).
I nternet users may reach the FAA' s web page at

http://ww. faa. gov/avr/arm nprm nprm ht mor the Governnent



Printing Ofice's webpage at http://ww. access. gpo. gov/ nara
for access to recently published rul emaki ng docunents.

Any person may obtain a copy of this NPRM by
submtting a request to the Federal Aviation
Adm ni stration, Ofice of Rul emaking, ARM1,
800 I ndependence Avenue SW, Washi ngton, DC 20591, or by
calling (202) 267-9680. Communi cations nust identify the
noti ce nunber or docket nunmber of this NPRM

Persons interested in being placed on the mailing |ist
for future NPRVMs shoul d request fromthe above office a
copy of Advisory Crcular No. 11-2A, Notice of Proposed
Rul emaki ng Di stribution System which describes the
appl i cation procedure.
Backgr ound

On March 19, 1999, the FAA issued NPRM 99-02 (63 FR
16298, April 2, 1999). The NPRM proposed to require al
ai rpl anes operated under part 121 of Title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR), all U. S. -registered
mul ti engi ne airplanes operated under 14 CFR part 129, and
all multiengine airplanes used in schedul ed operations
under 14 CFR part 135 to undergo records reviews and
i nspections by the Administrator after their 14'" year in
service to ensure that the maintenance of all these

ai rpl anes' age-sensitive parts and conponents has been



adequate and tinely. The comment period closed August 2,
1999.

By letter dated July 26, 1999, the NATA requested that
the comrent period be extended by an additional 60 days in
order to give the conpanies of small busi nesses whose
operations are especially busy during the spring and summer
additional tinme to conplete an econom c anal ysis, audit the
i npact of this proposal on scheduled air carriers, evaluate
the econom c inpact of this proposal on aviation
busi nesses, and to devel op neani ngful comments to this

pr oposal .



The FAA finds that it is in the public interest to reopen

the coment period for sixty (60) days.

| ssued i n Washi ngton, DC on August 12, 1999

/'Sl

L. Ni chol as Lacey,

Director, Flight Standards Service



